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BOWERS LAW OFFICE LIZ.C,
Post Office Box 50549 T IZ peL .
Columbin, South Carolina 29250, RS
Phone: 803-260-4124 butch@hutc.hbowm com

March 18, 2014

Office of General Counsel

Federal Election Commission
999 E Street, NW

Washington, DC 20463
RE: MUR 6783
Dear Mr. General Counsel:

On behalf of my clients Mr. Shalabh Kumar and Indian Americans for Freedom, pleasc accept this
letter as our official response to the above-referenced complaint filed by Mr. Scott Pierce
(“Complainant”),  This matter is confidential pursuant 0 2 USC § 437g(a)(4)B) and
§437g(a)(12)(A) of the Federal Election Campaign Act (*Act™).!

From the face of the complaint, it is clear that Complainant is relying on innuendo, conjecture, and
half-truths to support his allegations. For example, Complainant alleges that Mr. Kumar “operates
and manages” Indian Americans for Freedom. While Mr. Kumar was previously involved in the
operations of Indian Americans for Freedom, this allegation is false as demonstrated by his
resignation letter of May 15, 2013 and the screen capture from the organizatien's website
confirming Mr. Kumar’s resignation at Exhibit A.

Further, Complainant alleges that the Manju for Congress campaign is headquartered out of Mr.
Kumar's offices, and- that the campaign “has not reported any in-kind contributions for office
space” from Mr. Kumar. While these statements are factually accurate, standing alone they fail to
paint the whole picture and ignore the fact that the campaign has paid fair market rent to Autotech
Technologies, which is owned by Mr. Kumar, for its rental of office space (See Exhibit B). Asa
result, there would be no reason for an in-kind contribution to be reported, and this allegation has
no merit.

Moreover, Complainant asserts that “evidence” of coordination between the Manju for Congress
campaign and Indian Americans for Freedom exists based on the departure of a campaign staffer
to go work for the organization. Again, Complainant is selective with the facts and omits relevant
information that undermines his allegations. In this instance, the staff person in question, Alka

! Based on the media coverage this complaint received after it was filed (See
http://ilinoisreview.tvpepad.com/illinpisreview/2014/02/manjy-goel-and-key-supparter-shalghh-kumar-accused-
of-fec-viglations.html), it appears that Complainant has knowingly and willfully violated the confidentiality
requirements of the Act and therefore must be fined not morz than $5,000 in accordance with 2 USC

§437g(a)(12)(B).
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Tyle, was never actually employed by the Campaign. Rather, she served as a camnpaign volunteer
during the early stages of the campaign in September 2013, and after the Campaign hired a full-
time campaign manager, hér dutics and responsibililies with the campaign were minimal.
Moreover, atter leaving the Campaign, Ms. Tyle took time off before joining Indian Americans
for Freedom. Her usc of a campaign email account to inform people ol her departure was an
inadvertent mistake. Nevertheless, Complainant’s allegation proves nothing, other than the fact
that Ms. Tyle did not go to work for Indian Americans for Freedom until she ended her volunteer
service with the campaign. Therefore, as a matter of law, there was no coordination and this
allegation.is also'without merit. '

Complainant also alleges that Manju campai gn staffers were paid, “on information. and belief,” by
Mr. Kumar or by Indian Americans for Freedom. However, Complainant provides no -proof to
support this assertion, other than his rank speculation based on circumstantial evidence and false
premises. :

Finally, Complainant attempts to characterize Mr. Kumar's personal support for Ms. Manju’s
candidacy as proof of an FEC violation. However, he presents na facts to support his false and
misleading allegations, other than My. Kumar’s lawful. contributions to the campaign and his
lawful appearance at the candidate’s campaign events.

Mr. Kumar has made no secret of his support for Ms. Manju’s candidacy, but he has demonstrated
this support solely in his capacity as a private citizen. Complainant’s allegations hinge on his
mistaken belief that Mr. Kumar operates and manages the indian Americans for Freedom
organization. As previously indicated, Mr. Kumar resigned from.that organization in May 01 2013,
so his conduct as a private citizen exercising his constitutional rights cannot be attributed to Indian
Americans for Fréeedom. Therefore, as a matter of law, there is no coordination between the Manju
campaign and Indian Americans for Freedom, and there is no evidence of improper direct or in-

kind contributions to the Manju campaign. Accordingly, for all of the rcasons set forth herein, the

complaint should be dismissed as to both Mr. Kumar and Indian Americans for Freedom.
If you have any questions or need additional information, please let me know.
Yours very truly,

EM}{#XN‘W

Karl . Bowers, Jr.
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From the Office of
Shalabh.“Shalli*” XKumar

To:

Board of Directors

Indian Americans for freedom
Not for Profit Corporation

Dated: May 1s*, 7013

Dear All,

As discussed, please be advised that effective today, | will no langer bé involved in the affairs of tndian
Americans for Freedom, Corporation.due.to my new résponsibilities in various Republican/Conservative
organi2ations in Washlington, DC, now and contemplated in near future.

Please accept thisas a-formal resignation letter.

g Wy O N SR SN o ) Y

| am happy that Mr. Brij L. Sharmia has agreed to be the new Chairman.

Best of Future,

Shalell bunar s/15/13

Shaldbh Kumar
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. Amount:

FIFTH THIRD BANK

$315000 Date Posted: 01/13/2014
Account Number: 5/3 BUSINESS STANDARD. CHECKING CHECKING XXXXXX5626

- . - N _-__1_55.
_ MANJU FOR CONGRESS INC.
: P.0. BOX BazD?

" CAAOL STREAM, IL 60188

SEBC ’2!22 2043 AZOTIR

{ TG o, Auutebech Trchn rhitfiles LP : $5150, 40
‘} Thdge Thoutsomd e Huirelnd- EotT Lty O B

FIFTH THIRD BANK
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HORAN & BARKER, PC.

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNJANTS,

P, Charles Horan, CPA

2444 Easi Kimberly Road Bill M. Barkes, CPA

Davenpoit, lowa 52807

Phone (563) 354-8701
Fax (563).339-4407 . .
September 15, 2013

Shalabh Kumar

Autotech Technologies, L.P.
4140 Utica Ridge Road.
Bettendorf, 1A 52722-1327

Dear Shalabh:

Pursuant to your request, | have researched the estimated value of the Cdrol Stream office space and
services utilized by Manju. for Congress as provided by Autotech Technologies, L.P. T was able to
find several comparisons that include office space, confererice room availability, and internet
access. [n addition, I have-included a small monthly cost for special email utilization. It appears a

monthly charge of $1,050.00 would be appropriate.

If you should have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sinc_qrc/l:y _

‘Bill M. Barker, CPA

HORAN BARKER & COLLINS, P.C.
BMB/jb
Enclosure
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E_'nc]os-ed is the response on behalfof my clients Shalabh Kumar and indian Americans for Freedom referencing the above
Comiplaint. o
' o LT

i g £ g

OFFjE;: 4

e il

Lo T UV S S 56 Sl b



